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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------A WORD FROM OUR PASTOR—

Dear Friends,

What a wonderful time of the year we are in!  It is the Easter season, the fifty days between the Resurrection and Pentecost, the birthday of the church.  You may be able to hold on to the Easter theme at worship as we almost always have a Gospel reading that includes the Resurrection of Jesus.  Each of these Sundays report another sighting of the resurrected Christ in the lives of the disciples reminding us of the victory God has over the grave.  Toward the end of the fifty days we often hear a commission to the original disciples and to the disciples of today.  These commissions call us to take both the message of Jesus’ resurrection and his ministry to the poor out into our communities with the reassurance that God will be with us as we do.


The season of Easter finishes on a two-tone note.   Forty days, after Easter is the Day of Ascension, when Jesus goes to heaven, and the 50th day is the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit emboldens the disciples to move out into the world..

In the northern hemisphere, we realize the truth of God’s celebration as it invigorates our spirit in a two fold way.  First, we hear from the Gospels the truth of God’s word and promises and then we experience it in nature all around us.  After Easter, we see the evidence of life as the bulbs of the early flowers break open and produce the first flowers of the year.  Our hearts are enlivened and filled with joy as we see the vibrant colors of the flowers fill our eyesight.  Then we come into the second phase where we are called to participate with God in this new life, as lived out in the planting of this year’s food crops on the farms and the annual flowers in our yards.  This process transforms our lives and sets us up for the future bringing joy into our lives.

As we look at our participation in nature to bring joy, I pray that we also look at our participation in God’s holy life to bring us joy as well.  This month sets us up for such an occasion.  We start with “A Joyful
Noise”-- our concert on May 4th.  We celebrate the Festival of the Christian Home on May 13th, the Rite of Confirmation and the conclusion of Church School classes on the 20th, and the end of the month with a celebration of the birthday of the church on Pentecost -- May 27th.  It truly is a season of hope and reassurance for everywhere we look, the blessings of God can be found.


Celebrate with us and celebrate God in our midst everyday of the month!  








God bless & Peace –Rev. Tom Schroeder

MAY GRACE NOTES --  2
OPPORTUNITES FOR WORSHIP IN MAY

May 6th -- Worship at 8 & 10 a.m.

What a wonderful time to acknowledge our connection with God.  With Jesus as the vine, we the branches, we take our nourishment from the ground of our being -- God the Creator.  

The Senior Choir will join in the 10 a.m. service.

May 13th – Worship at 8 & 10 a.m.

Festival of the Christian Home

We continue to read from the Gospel of John and on this wonderful day, what better verse is the verse where Jesus professes his love and commands us to love one another.  

The Children’s Choir will be a large part of the service at 10 a.m.

May 20th –Worship at 8 & 10 a.m.

Confirmation and Holy Communion

Today we hear how Jesus commends his disciples to God’s safe keeping -- an appropriate text on the day we confirm these young people who have come to understand what the Christian faith is about.  

We also celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion as those being confirmed take their first communion as members of Grace UCC.

May 27th – Worship at 8 & 10 a.m.

Celebrate the Day of Pentecost and the birthday of the Christian Church.

June 3rd – Worship at 8 & 10 a.m.

During the 10 a.m. service we will recognize the contribution of the choir

And hear some of their favorite hymns from the past year.

June 10th – Worship at 9 a.m.

The summer schedule this year will see us worship at 9 a.m. on Sundays

Please plan accordingly.

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE!  Friday, May 4th at 7 p.m.

Mark you calendars and invite your friends for an evening of music on Friday, May 4th, starting at 7 p.m.  

We have invited the Kohler High School Show choir, other acts and Dan Ognavic, our organist, to 

join us for an evening of entertainment.
CHURCH SCHOOL SCHEDULE:  LAST DAY IS MAY 20TH

This year the last day of our church School year will be May 20th.  We thank the teachers who made this year possible.  We thank AMY KALMERTON, LAURIE JOA, HEIDI BECKER, SHERRY LEONHARD, KAREN GROTH, STACY HARRIOTT and TRACY WIDDER for the hours they put in guiding the children of the Church School.  Please take time to thank them!

CHURCH CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS:  Does your child or grandchild want to go to camp this summer?  A great place to send them to develop a wide range of skills is to our church camps at Moon Beach or Pilgrim Camp.  Brochures are available at the church or go online and check out the camps at ucci.org.  UCC members from Wisconsin get a reduced rate, and those from the NE Association are reduced even further.  Scholarships are available for $50/week for students, or $75 for family camp.  Grace UCC will pay another $25 per student or family as well.
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INVITATION TO LAY ACADEMY:  Lay Academy of the Wisconsin Conference UCC is a wonderful way to deepen your faith and learn skills to help you and Grace church.  The Conference offers five courses on Faith Foundations, Lay Leadership Skills, Lay Ministry Skills, Christian Faith Formation, and Youth Ministry Leadership.  Each course requires attendance at 5 weekend learning sessions a year.  If interested in learning more, go to www.wcucc.org and click on education or call 608-846-7880.

ONE DELEGATE IS NEEDED TO ATTEND THE WISCONSIN CONFERENCE MEETING 

June 8-10th :  This event is held at the Green Lake Conference Center on beautiful Green Lake.  
See Rev. Schroeder if interested.

IMPROVEMENT FUND UPDATE:  At a congregational meeting in April we went ahead and entered into a contract to rebuild and replace the roof of the parsonage.  The contract was for $6,000, but we have only $4,500 or so in the Improvement Fund.  We need your help to build up this Improvement/Building Fund to help care for our property and plan for rainy day emergencies.  Your support of the fund goes a long way on keeping us current with our property development.  Thank you.

STEWARDSHIP AT GRACE

MEMORIAL DAY, MAY 28TH, DOUGHNUT GIVE-A-WAY:  This Memorial Day the people of Grace UCC will give doughnuts away to hose who come to see the Memorial Day Parade.  In accepting tips (donations), we often receive more than we could if we charged for the doughnuts.  You can help by sponsoring doughnuts ($10) or by bringing fresh doughnuts by 7:30 on Monday, May 28th.  Thanks for your support.  We are looking for volunteers to help at this event.  

BRAT FRY -- JUNE 6th:  We are looking for volunteers to help at our annual Brat Fry.  This year it will be held on Wednesday, June 6th from 5 – 7:30 p.m.  We need people to bring desserts, beverages, salads, and to cook, serve, set up and clean up.  Come to worship and sign up to help or call (452-6795) and let us know what you can do.  Support of our Brat Fry helps reduce the burden of our General fund deficit.  Thank you.

STEWARDSHIP BY THE NUMBERS

Thanks to your support and contributions, we are in as good of condition as we have been in a long while!  While not current with income matching expenses, we are better than we have been at this time of the year than compared to past years.  We are within $100 of our best condition over the past 8 years.  Our balance in the current fund through March 30th is --$6,767.  

With the income from April, we should take this down even more.  That is the Good News.  

The challenge is to keep up your faithful support every month so we can meet our expenses.  

Thank you for your support and concern.
FIND US ON FACEBOOK!   Grace UCC can be found on Facebook  these days. Join with us as we get the word out about how we can draw people together for God and one another.

OUR CHURCH PICTORIAL DIRECTORIES FROM OLAN MILLS HAVE ARRIVED!  If you had your picture taken or contributed a picture for this effort, please pick up your copy.
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GRACE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

YOUTH MISSION TRIP – MOON BEACH CAMP

JUNE 13-16, 2012

(The Mission Trip is open to all Youth, completing grades 7-11)

Our Youth Mission trip for 2012 is set for JUNE 13-16, 2012.  If you plan to attend, please have your money ($100.) and your registration slip in the church office by June 6.
We plan to leave the church on Wednesday, June 13 at 9:00 to go to Moon Beach Camp and return on Saturday, June 16 by noon.  

We will be working with Moon Beach Camp in the north woods between Eagle River and St. Germain.   We will focus on restoring the trail system at Moon Beach.  Under the leadership of our Naturalist Gary Milanowski and a state funded group of environmental students, we will bring the hiking, snowshoeing, and educational trails back to life.  There will be plenty of sawing, mulching, cutting, and clipping to do!  If  trail work doesn’t appeal to you, maybe restoring our lake cabin window treatments will. We need people to hang curtains in all of our lake cabins.

A packing list will be provided later to all who sign up.  We will be sleeping in cabins. 

To help expedite this trip please return your registration slip and money by SUNDAY, June 6.  

We need to confirm that we have a female chaperon for our trip (no cost for the chaperon).     
We will be able to make accommodations for parents who help.             SHALOM,  TOM
Opportunities for Service in May

Ushers:   6th      8 a.m.    Ann Ebert

10 a.m.  Judy Kummer, Dennis Kampmann, Betty Musil

               13th                   M. Wandschneider

 Deb & Larry Ter Maat

               20th                   Church Council


 Church Council (Communion)

               27th                   Tom Widder                                Chuck, Deb & Nick Pfrang

Lay Readers:  6—Pat Forkner;  13—Phylis Preder;  20 --  Janet Carter;  27 --  Chuck Ebert

Acolytes:  6 --  Lyndsay/Cortnie;   13 -  Brady/Rhianon;   20 --  Emma/Noah

Child Care:  6—Laurie Joa;  13—Heidi Becker;  20 --  TBA;  27 --  Mandy Priebe
Kitchen:  Judy Kummer & Deb Pfrang, co-chrs.

J. McKnight, D. Ziegelbauer, A. Rahm, P. Gumm, P. Brethouwer, G. Inmann, N. Limberg, M. Nelson, L. Mahn, E. Hitchcock, C. Kummer, J. Carter, K. Milbrath, K. Willis, S. Wandschneider, V. Wandschneider, B. Fischer, P. Linck, P. Grube, J. Homiston, K. Cole, A. Kalmerton, R. Majerus, A. Roethel, J. Stefanczyk, L. Joa, C. Simolke

Flowers:  6 --  Mike and Lisa Rolloff in memory of Grandma; 13--  Dorothy Mohr in memory of Rev. George A. Mohr; 20 --  Confirmation parents;  27 --  In memory of Kathie Brotz (her friends)

Grace Notes:  OPEN      Bulletin sponsors:  Ann & Chuck Ebert     Bridgeway sponsors:  Curt & Laurie Joa
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